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Shannons supports our club by
providing its premises free of charge

for us to use for our monthly club
meetings.

A large number of our club members
already have policies with Shannons

but if you do not, please support them
by asking for a quotation.

Editor's Blog
Jerome van der Linden

I was unable to make it to the All British Day, even though I had entered and had all the stuff ready to go. My 
wife Robyn went into Memorial Hospital at 8am on the 8th of Feb (only to find that they did not wheel her 
into theatre until 6.30pm) for a neck fusion operation. This went very well and she surprised everyone when 
they allowed her to come home after only 3 days: but that meant she needed someone home to look after 
some things. Robyn's not allowed to drive for some weeks still, and wears either a soft or hard collar around 
her neck depending on whether she's home or outside. The neck is healing very well; there was instant relief 
from pain, and already she has more movement than she can remember for many years. So things are 
looking up. Perhaps those after market head rests for the Mark 4 were an unnecessary expense?

On the last Saturday in Feb. a friend and I visited a car and boat trimmer at Seaford who was having an open 
day. He had a number of owners' vehicles on display, including a Ford Edsel that I had not previously seen in 
the 'flesh'. A couple of photos here from my 'phone. (Sorry, no Z Cars there)

I'm not sure how the heavily modified Torana could be on the road with its front opening doors, but it was 
eye-catching.

Now I'm playing a little with the newsletter layout trying to reduce the amount of white space top and 
bottom. Please let me know if you find the layout and font / print size adequate: some of us are getting on, 
and may prefer not to need a magnifying glass to read it. The quickest way to reach me is email to 
jerome@nod.com.au; fax to 08 83813863; post to P.O. Box 322, Happy Valley, SA 5159, or the Club's mailbox 
P.O. Box 318, Morphett Vale, SA 5162.
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Shoot the Breeze

PRESIDENTS REPORT: 
Dave Henley

Well summer has only a few days to go and we can count at least 3 hot bursts that have sent us into the 
comfort of the A/C, which is where I am sitting right now. The multitude of car related shows in summer take 
their chances with the weather, which as we well know, dictate the success or failure. Fortunately the All 
British Day picked a good one and over 800 cars turned out on the day.

The competition was very low key (for most) so it is for us a chance to socialise and catch up with past friends
and acquaintances. Our numbers were a bit down on the past being represented by only 2 Mk3 Zephyrs and 
2 Mk3 Zodiacs. But a good time was had by all that attended.

Last July we were expecting some announcement or decision on the modified vehicle rego from the 
government authorities, however apart from a lot of edicts from the federation to button up, sit tight and 
don’t muddy the waters we are still in the same place that we’ve been in for the past 25 years.

I wonder how many in that 25 or so years, have enjoyed more than occasional use of their club cars and have
also owned other vehicles for their daily use? Owning daily car park hacks is no longer an option as the value 
and irreplacability of our Zcars is recognised not only by us, but the insurance companies as well. So our 
precious club cars as in my case only venture out for the club meetings and events. Because of our family 
situation and location we need to maintain 2 daily chariots to “keep up with the Joneses”. Those 2 chariots as
they are registered in the names of 2 age pension recipients do attract a discount on the rego, which is 
appreciated, but it is still a significant amount to pay. As far as the two Z club cars go at this time, as they are 
modified they require full rego and insurance to only venture out about twice a month for club meetings and 
runs: this is something that didn’t bother me too much when I was working, but being on an age pension it 
now needs to be re-assessed.

South Australia is to my info, the most expensive place to own a car and while the scheme in place for the 
unmodified vehicles is applauded by us and in fact by the other states, but we are lagging behind in the 
modified sector.

It is only my opinion, but if the problem is not redressed to be fair to the increasing number of modified car 
enthusiasts (even some of the stock cars will need the help of modification to keep them going) the numbers 
of modified car owners represented by the federation will outnumber the purists.

I for one haven’t got the time or the bucket of rego money to wait for things to happen. I don’t want my 
Zcars to become even more “static display cars“ than they are at present just because I dared to tamper with 
their originality.
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Due to a computer crash, Ashley's been unable to provide his normal article. With his agreement, I'm 
including a couple of photos from his recent facebook posts. I'm not all 
sure if every one these shots are of his Mark 1 Zephyr project, but I'm 
sure he will enlighten us next time (Ed)…

The first of these is described by Spanners as 'Modified coil over 
conversion Mk3 strut, finished and fitted with new King springs and 
Munro GT gas shocks'.

So, as usual, it
looks like pretty
serious
modifications for
this

automobile.Ashley's also going to shod it with some
flash new rims, with this option featuring
prominently.   Now in the next shot, the car's colour is pale blue, which I thought was the unit he procured 
from Victoria, and it's got a different engine:
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CODSWALLOP CORNER
Bit of good news from our Shepparton members Greg and Rae-ann 
Prater who have just been blessed with their first granddaughter. Their
son Tom and his partner Tabatha gave birth to Dempsey Louise who 
will in no choice of her own be indoctrinated into the Zodiac world. 
Congratulations to all the Prater clan from all of us.

Some not so good news as Jerome’s wife Robyn has undergone some 
fairly serious spinal surgery to remedy a neck problem. After hearing 
what Robyn endured I think I will stop whinging about my back 
problems. Hope you recover well Robyn.

Those Pommy winters must get a bit too cold for our UK member 
James Gandy as he is making his way over to OZ covering most of the 

Continent and arriving here on the 20th. Pity it’s not a day earlier as he could take in the local show Old 
School N New Age Auto Show. Apart from being just down the road from me the event is growing in 
popularity and covers a wide range of interests.

Had a poly tank given to me by my neighbour because it kept on splitting on a seam. It had been welded at 
least 3 times but when I got it I managed to fix it by screwing a large galvanised patch over the split .This 
lasted for a couple of years but that ended when my granddaughter Indy rang to tell me “that we have a 
problem”. It had split on the other side and at least half of the 22000 litres was off down the hill. A new tank 
was installed but what to do with the old one? After a bit of thinking my brother and I decided it would make
a great work room for our sand blasting project, with a few modifications! Oh bugger, there I go again: I just 
can’t leave things alone. Have to crack a bit of a smile at our enthusiastic life member Steve's latest dilemma/
project really, as his V8 Zodiac Ute began to make nasty noises from under the bonnet. Normally I would feel 
a bit sorry for anybody in that situation but as I know the history of that V8 engine and that it has been 
tortured by Steve over many years, had many a rebuild, installed in many different chariots and has been the 
weapon that has shown many a wishful pretender a view of Steve’s exhaust pipes. Well I dips me lid to that 
mighty little Windsor V8 and hope that it R.I.P. But my money is on that engine breathing again in yet another
one of Steve’s projects!
The roving reporter. (aka Dave Henley)
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CRANK TALES
Steve Dawson F.S.M……zzzzzzzzz

The all British day was held at Echunga oval again recently, perfect weather brought the cars and the crowds 
out. Both the oval and side park areas full of veteran, vintage, classic and new English vehicles, even lots of 
bikes and a few trucks for variety. Our club had four cars on display; a provided shelter nearby was perfect to 
sit back and enjoy the day; food and drink was found nearby or some brought picnic items. I hadn't entered 
in time this year, so I just milled around, took photos and chatted to anyone who'd listen, then mid/late arvo, 
cruised off home… (In my Zephyr Mk. 2 sedan) 

In the shed I've been busy rebuilding (among a long list) suspension, tuning and brakes on a 1969 Chrysler 
300 convertible, getting it ready for L.H.D. Rego/inspection/historically correct etc. With a 440 c.i. Magnum 
V8 engine and 19 ½ feet long, it cuts an imposing profile not to be missed !!...

It's also swap meet season again, trailer loaded to the hilt, early starts to get into position early, then “set up”
weather shelter and chairs in place, then put prices on everything, sit back and relax-talk to people etc. 
before you know it's lunchtime, with pockets/wallets bulging (on a good day); reload what's left back onto 
the trailer, warm up the trusty Mk.2 sedan and head for home, too easy……

The days of paying over the counter price or phone call to the local parts supplier to tell you what the 
“thingymabob-Duval-watsit” costs are numbered. It's now too easy to do your homework, on I-pad, 
computer, I-phone, whatever you favour, interstate or overseas prices to get you started, foreign currency to 
Aussie dollars including post /shipping/delivery is still often heaps cheaper and sometimes quicker!! That's 
compared to the local supplier doing this anyway quite often, then adding his “cut” plus G.S.T. Plus this/that 
thinking you need that thingamabob at ANY cost no argument, well not any more! Most days I'm double 
checking prices on performance car parts or wheels / tyres costs to compare; you then arm yourself against 
those “shonks” that are ignorant to good service. Often good suppliers near meet or match these quotes and
everyone's happy!? So the next time they tell you the spark plugs on your Hyundies 110 iPod hybrid cost $39 
ea, or tyres for your 13” Zephyr wheels are $250 ea, you'll know up front how you'rer being treated cost 
wise. So get “googling” or whatever your choice of info is and never be ripped off again!!  

(Note-paying for availability of items and time to deliver will vary) ……zzzzzzzzzzzzzz
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Meeting Notes / Upcoming Events
As your editor was visiting his wife in hospital and failed to return to the Feb. meeting, he does not have any 
meeting notes, but he can remind readers of the following. 

Dates to note:

 19th March 2016: Old Skool 'N New Age Auto Show, Morphett Vale Football Club
 March 25th-28th,, 2016: Easter, Orange NSW ZZ 'Convention' (perhaps call Ashley if you want to go)
 April 16-17, 2016: McLaren Vale Vintage & Classic… which winery will we be at this year?

[I note from my Fox Creek Wines newsletter that we won't be there, as they're hosting the MG Car Club; the Sprite Car
Club; the Austin Healy Car Club; the All Make Historic Car Club; and the Strathalbyn Auto Collection. The Ed]

Editor's Gripe
Jerome van der Linden

As there's a bit of space to fill, I thought I'd write something about my favourite gripe: this being that our 
driving laws are inadequate and that a large number of South Australian drivers don't even know what they 
should do on our high speed roads (freeways). The other afternoon I was travelling home on the Southern 
Expressway. I was in the outside lane and up my clacker was a B-Double Semi (obviously with not much load).
I was doing perhaps 95kph because some distance in front of me was a group of cars in the outside lane 
driving as though they were on Anzac Highway. There were cars in the middle lane also, but not adjacent to 
the last of these. So, I flashed my headlights in – what is recognised elsewhere in the world – a polite request
for that vehicle to move into the slower lane and allow the vehicle behind to (hopefully) pass.  Being a typical
ignorant Australian he responded in “road rage” manner by touching his brakes. I make several points about 
this type of incident:

 the outside lane is for overtaking on any road where the speed limit is more than 80kph (and if signed
accordingly also roads with an 80kph limit), and motorists are required to move into slower lanes to 
give way: it's not optional

 overtaking on the inside on high speed roads is dangerous and should be avoided, if not made illegal

 in other countries, trucks and heavier vehicles like buses are prohibited from entering the third lane 
(yes, even for overtaking): they must be in the inside lane, or may (only) use the middle lane to 
overtake

 headlight flashers were not designed and installed in modern cars so we could warn each other about
a speed camera, or similar: they actually have a functional legal purpose

 The keep left unless overtaking is not enforced as it should: police are too keen nabbing speeding 
drivers or others using their mobile phone

 I venture that better driving habits would result in fewer rear end collisions that seem to occur all too 
often on roads like the Southern Expressway.

Perhaps if other Australian car clubs discussed this subject in their newsletters, more drivers could learn how 
to do the right thing, and eventually it would educate the rest..

It would be interesting to hear from James Gandy how this occurs in the UK, and if it's policed there.
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Humour Corner
The editor's sister-in-law passed these on. 

I was in the six item express lane at the store quietly fuming. Completely ignoring the sign, the woman 
ahead of me had slipped into the check-out line pushing a cart piled high with groceries. Imagine my delight
when the cashier beckoned the woman to come forward looked into the cart and asked sweetly, "So which 
six items would you like to buy?"

Wouldn't it be great if that happened more often?

The following were claimed to be 'British two liners':

Went to the pub with my girlfriend last night. Locals were shouting "paedophile" and other names at me, just
because my girlfriend is 21 and I'm 50.  It completely spoiled our 10th anniversary.

Following the tragic death of the Human Cannonball at the Kent Show, a spokesman said "We'll struggle to 
get another man of the same calibre."

“Just been to the gym. They've got a new machine in there. Only used it for half an hour, as I started to feel 
sick. It's great though. It does everything - KitKats, Mars Bars, Snickers, Crisps, the lot.."

Question - Are there too many immigrants in Britain ?

17% said yes; 11% said No; 72% said "I am notunderstanding the question please."

The queen says she doesn't want the traditional fruit cake at her jubilee celebrations. Prince Phillip says he 
doesn't give a toss, he's still going.

Some bastard's just pinched a pair of my wife's knickers off the washing line. She's not bothered about the 
knickers but she wants the 12 clothes pegs back.

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxo

Humerous Airline Announcements

United Flight Attendant announced: 'People, people: we're not picking out furniture here, find a seat and get 
in it! 

'There may be 50 ways to leave your lover, but there are only 4 ways out of this airplane' 

An airline pilot wrote that on this particular flight he had hammered his ship into the runway really hard. The 
airline had a policy which required the first officer to stand at the door while the passengers exited, smile, 
and give them a 'Thanks for flying our airline.' He said that, in light of his bad landing, he had a hard time 
looking the passengers in the eye, thinking that someone would have a smart comment. Finally, everyone 
had gotten off except for a little old lady walking with a cane.  She said, 'Sir, do you mind if I ask you a 
question?' 
'Why, no, Ma'am,' said the pilot. 'What is it?' 

The little old lady said, 'Did we land, or were we shot down?' 

'As you exit the plane, make sure to gather all of your belongings. Anything left behind will be distributed 
evenly among the flight attendants. Please do not leave children or spouses... except for that gentleman over
there.' 
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A plane was taking off from Kennedy Airport. After it reached a comfortable cruising altitude, the captain 
made an announcement over the intercom; 'Ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking. Welcome to
Flight Number 293, nonstop from New York to Los Angeles. The weather ahead is good and, therefore, we 
should have a smooth and uneventful flight. Now sit back and relax.... OH, MY GOD!'

Silence followed, and after a few minutes, the captain came back on the intercom and said, 'Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier. While I was talking to you, the flight attendant accidentally 
spilled a cup of hot coffee in my lap. You should see the front of my pants!' 

A passenger in coach yelled, 'That's nothing. You should see the back of mine!'

Love Story for Golfers

An Elderly couple was having dinner one evening when the husband reached across the table, took his wife’s 
hand in his and said, “Martha soon we will be married 50 years and there’s something I must know. In all 
these 50 years, have you ever been unfaithful to me?”

Martha replied, “Well, Henry, I have to be honest with you. Yes, I been unfaithful to you three times during 
our 50 years, but always for a good reason.”

Henry was obviously hurt by his wife’s confession, but said, “I never suspected. Can you tell me what you 
mean by good reason?”

Martha replied, “The first time was shortly after we were married, and we were about to lose our little house
because we couldn’t pay the mortgage. Do you remember that one evening I went to see the banker and the 
next day he notified you that the loan would be extended?”Henry recalled the visit to the banker and said, “I 
can forgive you for that. You saved our home, but what about the second time?”

Martha asked, “And do you remember when you were so sick, but we didn’t have the money to pay for the 
heart surgery you needed? Well, I went to see your doctor one night and if you recall, he did the surgery at 
no charge.”

“I recall that,” said Henry. “And you did it to save my life, so of course I can forgive you for that. Now tell me 
about the third time.”

“All right,” Martha said, “So do you remember when you ran for president of your golf club, and you needed 
73 more votes?”

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxo

Blonde joke

A young blond girl in her late teens, wanting to earn some extra money for the summer, decided to hire 
herself out as a ”handy woman" and started canvassing a nearby well-to-do neighbourhood.

She went to the front door of the first house and asked the owner if he had any odd jobs for her to do.

"Well, I guess I could use somebody to paint the porch. How much will you charge me?"

Delighted, the girl quickly responded, "How about $50?"

The man agreed and told her that the paint and brushes and everything she would need were in the garage.

The man's wife, hearing the conversation, said to her husband, "Does she realise that our porch goes ALL the way 
around the house?"
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"That's a bit cynical, isn't it?" he responded.

The wife replied, "You're right. I guess I'm starting to believe all those dumb blonde jokes."

A few hours later the blonde came to the door to collect her money.

"You're finished already??" the startled husband asked.

"Yes," the blonde replied, "and I even had paint left over so I gave it two coats." Impressed, the man reached into his 
pocket for the $50 and handed it to her along with a $10 tip.

"Thank you," the blonde said, and, by the way, it's not a Porch, it's a Lexus."

xoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxo

Butch the Rooster 

Sarah was in the fertilized egg business. She had several hundred young pullets and ten roosters to fertilize the eggs.

She kept records and any rooster not performing went into the soup pot and was replaced.

This took a lot of time, so she bought some tiny bells and attached them to her roosters. Each bell had a different tone, 
so she could tell from a distance which rooster was performing. Now, she could sit on the porch and fill out an 
efficiency report by just listening to the bells.

Sarah's favourite rooster, old Butch, was a very fine specimen but, this morning she noticed old Butch's bell hadn't rung
at all! When she went to investigate, she saw the other roosters were busy chasing pullets, bells-a-ringing, but the 
pullets hearing the roosters coming, would run for cover. 

To Sarah's amazement, old Butch had his bell in his beak, so it couldn't ring. He'd sneak up on a pullet, do his job, and 
walk on to the next one. 

Sarah was so proud of old Butch, she entered him in a Show and he became an overnight sensation among the judges. 

The result was the judges not only awarded old Butch the "No Bell Peace Prize" they also awarded him the 
"Pulletsurprise" as well.

Clearly old Butch was a politician in the making. Who else but a politician could figure out how to win two of the most 
coveted awards on our planet by being the best at sneaking up on the unsuspecting populace and screwing them when
they weren't paying attention? 

Vote carefully in the next election. You can't always hear the bells.

ZZOCSA MEMBERSHIP FEES

Membership Fees for the Club are as follows (July 2015 to June 2016):

Single Membership         $50-00; Couple Membership        $50-00.  For Members who have vehicles registered on Club 
Historic / Conditional Registration it is necessary to be a financial Member of a Club which is also a financial member of
the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs of S.A.. (Maximum penalty for misuse is $750 see your Registration Notice).

Please forward your subscription to: The Treasurer, Zephyr and Zodiac Owners’ Club Of SA Incorporated, PO Box 318 
Morphett Vale, South Australia 5162. All Cheques are to be made payable to the Zephyr and Zodiac Owners’ Club Of 
SA. 

Direct Debit payment can be arranged by emailing Gordon McPherson at gsmcpherson@internode.on.net for banking 
details.
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