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Shannons supports our club by
providing its premises free of charge

for us to use for our monthly club
meetings.

A large number of our club members
already have policies with Shannons

but if you do not, please support them
by asking for a quotation.

Editor's Blog
Jerome van der Linden

Let me start by wishing all members of the Club a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Hopefully 
you'll receive this in time to remind you that we're having our Christmas get together at the Mt Osmond 
Golf Club, at 12 noon, December 13th. I hope I will see you and your Zephyr auto mobile there in case I get a 
chance to take some good photos for that Calendar project I've been thinking of.

We're fortunate to be able to include in this month's newsletter contributions from Chad Galbraith and 
Tony McHugh. They've both provided a glimpse of how they caught the zephyritis disease (to use Tony's 
expression) for us to enjoy. It would be fantastic for all of us if more members could provide us with some 
musings about their Zephyr interest, or for anything that's going on in their lives.

We're not as young as we used to be, and perhaps its been years since you interacted with other members: 
why not send me something to include in the first Newsletter for 2016, which will be out in the first week of
February. (Yes, we'll have a break in January). As I've said before, it can be in any format you like. Tony 
McHugh's contribution this month, for example, photos and text all came to me via SMS.

The quickest way to reach me is email to jerome@nod.com.au; fax to 08 83813863; post to P.O. 322, Happy
Valley, SA 5159, or the Club's mailbox P.O. 318, Morphett Vale, SA 5162.

If you have any news you'd like to spread around before February, don't forget we have a Facebook page: 
see the URL (that's Internet jargon for address on the cover page).

In the little space left on this page, I'll just take the opportunity to brag about my son Adam's Southern 
Classic & Custom vehicle restoration business, at Seaford. The vehicles his business worked on won 9 
awards for their owners at the recent Extreme Auto Expo (Wayville) car show, including Best Kit Car; Best 
US Built Car Street; Best Original (Restored); Judges' Favourite; Best Ute / Pickup; Winner-Show 'N Shine;  
Show 'N Shine Best Engine Bay -Classic; Show 'N Shine Top Ten; and Show 'N Shine Far Out Paint & Panel.  
Now he's trying to decide if they can manage to take up a personal invitation from the organiser to have a 
display at next July's Motor-Ex in Melbourne.

Members, have a read of Ashley's article and go and have a look at the clip of his Mark 1 participating in a 
hill climb event in 1991: it's worth it.
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Shoot the Breeze

PRESIDENTS REPORT: 
Dave Henley

Hi all, I think I’ve figured out why they call it the silly season apart from some fat dude trying to squeeze 
down my skinny unswept chimney. It becomes a race to book a weekend time slot and a venue to stage an 
event, anything from cake decorating to a Grand Prix. Last weekend Jude and I drove to Swan Hill to attend 
a reunion. We saw the opportunity to do a (drop in) on our friends and Victorian members Greg and Rae-
Ann Prater at Shepparton. If I could have swung it I would have sent Jude home on a bus and kept on 
“dropping in” on all my mates across Victoria. Yeh yeh she says, you would probably be home before me. 
The most annoying thing about that trip is the fact that her French diesel covered over 1100 ks without 
stopping for fuel so unlike the V8 Zef and Zody, it is a very unsociable car! And nobody ever makes 
comment at the infrequent fuel stops or takes notice when cruising past. 

On a more serious note I was notified of the passing of Ronnie Barker who had been ill for some time and
several of my Melbourne club mates had visited Ron and kept me posted on his condition. The Melbourne
newsletter has posted some very well written and deservedly well-earned eulogies from his good mates
within the club. I’m sure that many of us have had the chance to meet Ron at the various intrastate runs
and admired his very well presented Mk 1 and his Deniliquin winning Mk 2 ute. He made his mark on all
that knew him as being a true gentleman. The club turned out in force with their Z cars but there was one
notable absentee as John Peterson was unable to attend as he was in rehab after some serious surgery on
his back. John (or Jack) was not only a good mate but he is also the Melbourne club patron. We wish him a
speedy (with tyre smoke) recovery.

A couple of weeks back the Yankalilla Classic Car run was held and it was put to me how come I had not
attended the past events? I said I must have had something else on that clashed dates, blowed if I could
think of what it was. The date was clear so under pressure from my Granddaughter I booked the white Mk
3 in. About a week before, the reason for my abstinence in the past became obvious, it was hay cutting
time in the area and in the past it reduces me to a dribbling pile of red eyes and snot due to my hay fever
fetish.

So armed with eye drops, nose drops, pills and TWO Granddaughters I ventured out into the test area to be
pleasantly surprised that I made it through the day without the usual annual agonies. And it was a good
show, very relaxing and not overly organised as some tend to be.

Back to my point about the amount of functions bidding for a gig. It seems that a lot of regional towns see
the car fraternity as a very receptive mob to attract to their area and also see the obvious benefits to their
community. I'm all for spending my time (and money) getting along to these events as long as they don’t
treat us as cash cows and keep things simple. After all we are the main attraction.

In response to a brochure sent to us by the Mt Osmond Golf Club and checking out a couple of other
suggested venues, I have booked us in for our Xmas dinner at the golf club on Sunday the 13 th Dec. The
prices are right and the view over the city is even better. See you there.
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Spanners Tech Tips
Workshop/Track round up.                                                                                   Ashley Hobson

Well here we are again, another month down and in the run up to Christmas (no not happy holidays).

The track testing day organised for this month went ahead with no issues on the day despite some last minute brake 
pad issues with my wagon “Zephiniti”.  A last minute (week) change of rotors and new improved performance brake 
pads did not have the desired results ending with less brakes than previously. Not all supposed upgrades are 
upgrades at all!!!! Friday night before the track testing saw a last minute change back to the previous pad spec with 
perfect results.

An early morning start saw us at Goolwa air field at 7.20 am to allow time for the brakes to cool prior to testing. Bob 
Pedler rolled up at 8.00 followed by the engineer crew and then it was out onto the air field for some testing and 
evaluation.

After the initial set up of Equipment we received a Phone call from Dave Henley and Gordon McPherson who had 
turned up to spectate the proceedings. A quick dash back to the gate to let them in and then we were under way.

             

First up was Zephiniti with the Engineer Josh at the wheel and the brake fade testing: 15 stops from 60 KPH one after 
the other; followed by two emergency stops from 100 KPH. All passed no problems.

This was followed by the lane change and stability testing. Cones set out at specified distances along the air strip with
a sudden deviation into the next lane and then back again. The object being smooth stable control into and out of the
next lane at speeds up to 100 KPH. All done without a sweat.

Josh the engineer then offered to let me ride passenger to see what this test feels like from inside the vehicle. Those 
cones looked awfully narrow on approach; however the car went through easily. Not something that you would 
ordinarily do on a daily basis, but this just proves from a safety point that the vehicle is capable and stable to 
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acceptable standards. Josh commented on the remarkable ability of the vehicle for the age, stating that many 
modified vehicles can barely get through this test at 100 KPH.

We were in fact running through at 120 KPH and Josh stated that he would be quite happy to run this car at up to 140
KPH due to its exceptional handling.

Next up was Bob's very smart Dark Blue Mk3 Zodiac, with not quite as many suspension and handling modifications 
as Zephiniti, however it has good sensible brake and shock absorber upgrades, plus of course the V8, Auto trans and 
9” rear axle. Bob's car passed all tests with no issues and the engineer was quite happy to sign off on a very tidy and 
capable vehicle. (we all knew that it would pass anyway).

A credit to you Bob for persevering and finishing off many small issues on this vehicle to get it ready for Engineering 
and Inspection.

The last step for both vehicles now being the Regency inspection armed with the Engineering reports. More to follow
on this next year.

We did push the Engineer to put his 2014 XR6 Falcon through the lane change test out of curiosity. This did perform 
well as expected, however it did manage to knock out the cones a couple of times as the Engineer settled into the 
testing!!!!.

Cars have come a long way in 50 years, or have they???

For anyone on Facebook I have posted up an old video clip of my Peal White Mk1 at the Collingrove Hill Climb 1991 
on the Club Facebook page    https://www.facebook.com/groups/zzosa/.

Wishing all a very safe and happy Christmas and New Year.  Till next month.

Ashley Hobson.  Vice President. 

oxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxox

November Meeting Notes / Upcoming Events
Correspondence was tabled from SMASA; Cortina Capri Car Club; Old Skool New Age car run; Bank SA 
statement; Insurance renewal receipt; Melbourne ZZOC Newsletter; Ford Owners Club November N/L; 
Bathurst Museum details; News on Twos N/L.  Email in from Ian Turner (Qld) regarding the status of the 
Easter 2016 event in Orange, NSW. 

Treasurer's report showed the Club's finances to be healthy with the local account including petty cash 
having a balance of some $668, with the Club's investment account having a balance of some $8,493.

Dates to note:

 December 13th  Christmas luncheon – Mt Osmond Golf Club 12 Noon
 January 26th, 2016 Beach Picnic – Silver Sands
 February 14th, 2016 All British Day Echunga Recreation Grounds (NB Entries close 15 November!)
 March 25th-28th,, 2016 Easter, Orange NSW ZZ 'Convention'
 April 16-17, 2016 McLaren Vale Classic
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      CRANK TALES
Steve Dawson F.S.M……zzzzzzzzz

The Lenswood Ford V.8 picnic has been and gone, perfect weather saw plenty of nice cars lined up, showing off their 
vintage, classic or muscle cars best features. Our Club members that attended parked together on one side of the 
grassy oval, with deck chairs nearby under some huge shady trees. We ate our picnic snacks and drinks, looked at and
talked about the cars and took some photos. Raffle tickets and food or drinks were bought from the community 
charities volunteers stalls. Then Dave Henleys name was read out for a win in the raffle: after I yelled out his name 
and found him, he wandered over and picked up his prize, (a lovely set of earrings!!). 

One of our members turned up in a “new car” a very original 1959 Zephyr Zodiac Mk.2 sedan in two tone green. With
a bit of massaging to the owner's tastes, it will give many more years of service and keep the image of the 50s fins 
and chrome on the road for people to enjoy.

In the shed I've resurrected another “z-car”: this time not a zephyr (what the??). Z-themed vehicles seem to find me, 
and this time it's a “restored “ Nissan 260 –Z sports coupe!! Fresh bright red paint; air-con; tint; 5 speed; Holley and 
Waggot cam; new black and red interior; Hotwire mags; new extractors, and a sick 2½” exhaust!! All the same parts 
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needed to improve any type of  Z- car!!!  (BTW, I also own a '76 Z900 Kawasaki, a 351 Z.C. Fairlane, and the engine in 
our family Falcon wagon is a Z-series 5 litre Windsor v.8. !! ).

P.S.     Hope to see you all at the Z-Club'ss  X-Mas dinner at the Mount Osmond golf course venue on Sun. 13th of 
December…                        Merry X-mas to all,  yours sincerely.  Steve Dawson……F.S.M….zzzzzzzzzz

Members' Input
Chad Galbraith

How Chad got started…

It is safe to say it all started back in 1992, I was in Yr. 10 at school. I was
travelling with the family up Portrush Road when a black MK2 Zephyr ute
pulled up at the lights next to us. I was impressed and asked my dad
what it was. He explained it is a Zephyr ute and that there was one on
our neighbours farm sitting under a tree. Two years later I left school and
bought the ute from next door. After seeing the black ute I knew there
had to be a way of fitting it with a V8. I found the ZZOCSA listed in the
back of a unique cars book. After a phone call I was off to buy some V8
conversion bits and pieces. After the president of the Zephyr club had sold me a cross member and a disc brake front 
end he asked if I would like to see his Zephyr. When the man I now know as Dave opened his garage door there I saw 
the black ZUte that inspired me to begin this project in the first place. About four years later the pile of rust I 
purchased for $185 was nearly ready to hit the road.

My parents were invited to attend a 50th birthday of a lifelong friend from Lameroo who now lives in 
Normanville. At the party a guy named Dave shows up in a black MK2 ute who turns out to also have been 
a lifelong friend of Brian the birthday boy. Dad explains that his son is doing up a Zephyr ute so Dave takes 
my mum and dad for a ride in the black Zephyr. To my surprise Dad comes home to say "no rush it finish 
your project now son, your mum and I have already been for a ride in a V8 Zephyr ute!" I was left thinking 
how many V8 Zephyr Utes could there be?

One week after first registering my Zephyr I joined a 
convoy of 10 ute's from the Pinnaroo area and 
embarked on the six hour drive to the 2001 world 
record Deniliquin ute muster. It ran perfectly for the 
whole trip which I thought wasn't bad for a vehicle 
that hadn't been on the road for about twenty years. 
In 2002(?) I joined the Henley's for a trip to NZ for the 
Invercargill convention. For two weeks I travelled with 
Dave and Jude, enjoying the daytime sites of NZ, while 
Nathan and I discovered the night-life. After a week 

and a half of this the lack of sleep caught up with Nathan so while we were visiting Lanach castle in 
Dunedin, Nathan spent the afternoon sleeping in the car in the car park. I thank Dave and Jude for their 
patience with us on the trip.
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At the Geelong convention I got to know James Gandy quite well. James and I decided to do the twizel NZ 
convention together. We both met up in Auckland and spent two weeks travelling south for the convention 
in twizel. After James and I did the ferry crossing to the South Island James decided he wanted to go direct 
to Christchurch to meet up with some friends for a few days before the convention. I wanted to see Fox 
Glacier on the opposite side of the island so we decided to split up then meet at twizel.

While travelling down the west coast I passed through Greymouth where I passed a guy on the side of the 
road trying to hitch hike. As I got out of town for some reason I thought maybe I should have offered him a 
lift. I got to the next town 40 kms down the road. I decided to duck out to the beach for a 10 minute break 
before continuing down the highway. As I got back on the highway there was the exact same hitch hiker 
again. I thought it couldn't be so I pulled over. He said he was trying to get to Fox Glacier 300 kms away. I 
told him to jump in. He introduced him self as Phenix and said he couldn't believe his luck, a guy from the 
previous town had just dropped him of at the side of the road when I picked him up. It turned out he was a 
homeless guy who wanted to visit a friend he hadn't seen in 3 years, a reclusive gold prospector on a 
secluded beach near the Fiordland national park 20 kms south of Fox Glacier. He seemed like a nice guy so I 
decided to take him to see his friend. When I got there which was literally at the end of a seldom used 
windy dirt road I met his friend a long bearded guy who lives in a very non mobile caravan, has names for 
all his spiders and has showered using a saucepan for the last 20 years. They told me I could stay and they 
spent the night telling me of stories like how they used to smoke the native orange with white spot 
mushrooms or magic mushrooms. And how the ground would open up and try to eat them. They also told 
me about their outer body experiences and how they wanted to develop the secluded site to become some
sort of retreat where he would teach about a new form of meditation he had discovered. Later that night I 
pitched my tent next to his pet goat that was tied to a post. In the morning I woke up to the beautiful view 
of Fox Glacier in the distance. I thanked them for their hospitality and did the Fox Glacier tour before 
heading to the twizel convention and returning to civilisation and normality. 

I've had very few problems with my Zephyr in the last 15 years.
The Windsor motor developed cracked heads 10 years ago.
Dave and Nathan sold me a set of second hand heads for $80
which I cleaned up and fitted with a $30 gasket set. Other than
that it's been pretty good. At the moment I am fitting an
aluminium XY Cleveland radiator to my ute for a bit of extra
cooling in summer. It requires a bit of cutting and repainting of
the front end. I hope to be showing that off at a Zephyr run
soon. I look forward to many more years with the Zephyr club as I think the ute I've spent five years 
restoring will never be sold.

oxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxox

How my interest in zephyrs got started (or how 
in caught zephyritis)

Tony McHugh
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Having wanted to restore a car for a long time and being a fan of the blue oval, I initially wanted a 
customline "neat fins".  On research, they were too expensive, so little more research turned up a Mk2 
Zephyr.

Upon purchase, I contacted a Mr. Henley C.E.O of SAZZOC at the time, and he suggested I go to a meeting.  
Upon arrival at the Walkerville scout hall "that was a long time ago", I was greeted by a lot of helpful 
smiling faces. 

Since then, I have acquired 3 more
projects: one Consul ute; one Mk2 sedan
and a Mk2 ute, all waiting patiently for
their day back on the road and a lifetime
of memories and great friends.

Thankfully, 'zephyritis' is contagious, as
my son is now showing an interest in my
hobby, so a new generation can continue
this journey.

Humour Corner
Senior's Coffee Group:
"My arms have got so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee," said one.
"Yes, I know," said another. "My cataracts are so bad; can't even see my coffee."
"I couldn't even mark an "X" at election time because my hands are so crippled," volunteered a third.
"What? Speak up! What? I can't hear you, said one elderly lady!
"I can't turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck," said one, to which several nodded weakly in 
agreement.
"My blood pressure pills make me so dizzy!" exclaimed another.
"I forget where I am and where I'm going," said another.
"I guess that's the price we pay for getting old," winced an old man as he slowly shook his head.
The others nodded in agreement.
"Well, count your Blessings," said a woman cheerfully ...... "Thank God we can all still drive!"
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An extract from a joke that came with the subject 'only in Africa':

ZZOCSA MEMBERSHIP FEES

Membership Fees for the Club are as follows (July 2015 to June 2016):

Single Membership         $50-00; Couple Membership        $50-00.  For Members who have vehicles registered on Club
Historic / Conditional Registration it is necessary to be a financial Member of a Club which is also a financial member 
of the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs of S.A.. (Maximum penalty for misuse is $750 see your Registration 
Notice).

Please forward your subscription to: The Treasurer, Zephyr and Zodiac Owners’ Club Of SA Incorporated, PO Box 318 
Morphett Vale, South Australia 5162. All Cheques are to be made payable to the Zephyr and Zodiac Owners’ Club Of 
SA. 

Direct Debit payment can be arranged by emailing Gordon McPherson at gsmcpherson@internode.on.net for 
banking details.

10

mailto:gsmcpherson@internode.on.net

